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The Inside Story




Rechard and Barbara Mullen,
with son George, opposite, at
a client's Aspen home, The
Mullens sought to soften the
edges of the architecturally
comtemporary house with fur-
nishings like the winlage
cashmere sofa and classic
cofton drapes. The vignetie
at right contrasts a wall of
reclaimed wiood with
damask-upholstered chairs
and an Asian credenza in sig-
nature Mullen style. °l love
that it's mixing a very Aspen
rustic with more of a palished

look,” =ays Barbara.
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DESIGNERS BARBARA AND RICHARD MULLEN OFFER A WORLDLY PERSPECTIVE

AND A KNACK FOR MIXING STYLES

BY AMIEE WHITE BEAZLEY

With their classic sense of style and architectural design,
Barbara and Richard Mullen are quickly becoming one of
Aspen’s most sought-after interior design teams. After
heading up the interiors group at Aspen-based Poss
Architecture and Planning for more than four years, the
couple recently launched their own full-service firm,
Caroline Edwards Interior Design,

Their move was motivated by a desire to helm their own
ship as well as a need to spend more time with their son,
one-year-old George, “George needed flexibility as much as
we did,” says Barbara. “We needed to be able o make our
own schedules. With the baby now, we are all working for
the same goal. 1t’s all abour our family.”

Part of the firm's appeal is thar Caroline Edwards (the
couple’s middle names) can work in a range of styles, from

classic mountain to modern to culturally themed. Richard,

an interior architect, and Barbara, an interior designer, thrive
on the challenge of satisfying their sometimes high-profile
clients’ international tastes. “Good design is good design,”
says Richard of their varying design capabilities. “We do the
research, and we can always find a common thread that can
tie the rooms together.”

That thread is often executed in well-planned archirec-
tural details like intricately laid stone floors, carved wooden
banisters, and unique fireplace surrounds. An interior may be
punctuated by colorful fabrics, while wall coverings like grass
cloth—a material Barbara is particularly fond of—add rex-
tural interest, Barbara also favors simple but tailored custom
window coverings, like the combination of woven blinds, iron
curtain rods, and drapery made of an orange-and-cream-
hued Rose Tarlow fabric that she used in a recent project.

The overall effect is one of elegance and sophisticarion.



The Inside Story

Many of their designs are influenced by the
family’s extensive travels through Europe, Mexico,
and Saudi Arabia, where they spend time touring
extraordinary buildings, meeting local arrtisans,
and photographing distinct architectural ele-
ments. Richard, who has also lived as far afield as
Kenya, Guam, and Australia, later relies on these
photos as inspiration for the hand-drawn detailing
that is his specialty.

With every project, the Mullens are a cohesive

team. In the early stages, Richard will work with the

“We don'tstep on cach other’s loes.

We've ur]h' worked hJ_f-_t't'HH'I', ||+.-: all

we ve ever known. —=Richard Mullen

client’s architect on space planning and architectural
details, perfecting the layout of the home’s interior.
Barbara then focuses on fabrics, furniture, fine art,
H[‘ll.l. .lL'l.'I..:.‘-E'UI.!L'H o tr:]!‘lhr;”.‘l'll a i1‘)|]1¢ i.l'l:';:l a com-
fortable, inviting retreat. Finally, the pair collabo
rates on finishes.

“We do a good job of working together,” says
Barbara. "We both respect cach other’s work.”

“And we don't step on cach other’s toes,” adds
Richard. “We've only worked together. It's all we've
ever known,”

The couple mer in 1996 ar their first jobs at
Wilson & Associates, u large interior/architecture
design firm in Dallas. Barbara had just completed her
undergraduate studies at Texas Christian University,
and Richard, a Boston-area native, had recently
earned his masters in architecture at University of

Texas at Austin. “Wilson recruited me, and 1 decided

I the dry-stacked Bachelor Gulch stone of the fireplace and wall, and the custom-madea iror
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In designing the white-oak carved banister, left, Richard was inspired by the work of several
prominent 19th-century American architects, Below: The Mullens incorporated upholstered
o ent 1¥th-ceniury BTiCa LS | F

wool wall panels and custom bed linens into a rich brown-and-gold palette to create a wel-

coming refuge

to give interiors a shot.” Richard says. “Ir cast the die
for the rest of my life.”

Mot only did he discover interior architecrure,
but he also found a wife. Barbara and Richard mar-
ried in April 1998, Three years later the couple relo-
cated to Aspen, where they were wooed by Bill Poss
to begin that firm's full-service interiors division. The
projects they led while at Poss include the Reméde
Spa at the St. Regis Resort, Aspen, and several
custom residential interiors,

As the principals of Caroline Edwards, the
Mullens hope to continue doing high-quality proj-
ects, both residential and commercial, for clients
worldwide. “One of our goals is thar we make a name
for ourselves,” says Richard, “and ]‘L'H]'I]L' COMme to us

for our work regardless of where we are” I

Forr more inlormation i Edhwards Inlersar Design

970-920-333] or Richard@camlinesd
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